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The Quantum Envoy support is a task that is concerned with a rather concrete kind of 
dissemination activity. The idea is to organize and support a travelling professor, i.e. a 
prominent scientist who, during a limited period of time, travels to various locations 
throughout Europe, and presents general aspects of QIPC in public lectures or presentations. 
The targeted audience for these lectures is the general public and interested newcomers, e.g. 
university and high school students. 
 
 
A call for applications has been published on the QUIE2T web site at 
 

http://qurope.eu/quie2t/calls/quantum-envoy/ 
 
 
The call has also been broadcast several times to the QUROPE mailing list, however so far 
only one application has been received. There were concrete talks and email exchanges on 
two occasions: one for a public lecture tour in Europe by Hans Bachor, the other for a public 
lecture of Ignacio Cirac in Vienna. On both occasions, sufficient funds were available from 
original sources so no support from QUIE2T was needed. The lesson we learned from these 
exchanges is that one needs not only a speaker and a program, but also an infrastructure to 
publicise the event to a broad target audience. One possibility that seems most promising in 
this regard is to organize some public lectures during our own big QIPC conference, which 
already happened once with a very successful public evening at the QIPC07 conference in 
Barcelona. The possibility was discussed for the QIPC conference in Zurich but did not 
materialize because of schedule constraints. It will be pushed again for the agenda of the 
second conference to be organized next year. 
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The only application received this year has been approved by the QUIE2T Steering 
Committee, so the following event will be supported by QUIE2T next year: 
 

• The application came from Profs. M. Leduc, H. Perrin and P. Grangier who are 
currently organizing the 23rd International Conference on Atomic Physics (ICAP 
2012), to be held at Ecole Polytechnique in Palaiseau, France from July 23rd to 27th, 
2012. A web site is available at http://www-lpl.univ-paris13.fr/ICAP2012/. 
 
On this occasion, it was decided to organize a round table between several Nobel Prize 
winners who will be present at the conference: Bill Phillips, Claude Cohen-Tannoudji, 
Wolfgang Ketterle, Ted Hänsch, John Hall, and Roy Glauber. The general theme is the 
birth of cold atoms physics, in which all participants have played a major role. 
 
Given the major role of atoms and ions cooling and trapping in the current 
developments of Quantum Information Science, and also of the major role of quantum 
optics, founded by Roy Glauber, for Quantum Communications, QUIE2T was asked 
for a support of 6000 Euros, devoted to the organization of the Round Table. 
 
The support of QUIE2T will be acknowledged on the program and during the event, 
and QUIE2T will be included in the official list of sponsors. Quantum Information 
Science will be strongly represented at the Conference, both in the Program 
Committee and the sessions on Quantum Information and Quantum Simulations. The 
Round Table is part of a special evening that will be open to attendance by people not 
registered at the conference, in line with the QUIE2T objective of broad dissemination. 
The preliminary expected attendance of the event is between 750 and 800 participants. 

 
As a preview, we are in the process of planning a Quantum Envoy event at Oxford in the final 
period. Some 3 to 6 'Quantum Lectures' from top scientists in the field, and targeted at non-
specialist audiences including aspiring young students, will be held. In addition new video 
clips to popularise and make accessible some complex science issues, are being planned. 
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