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DELIVERABLE D2.3.2 
ADDITIONAL EVALUATION TOOLS 

AND ANALYSIS OF THE QIPC VIRTUAL OBSERVATORY 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of this task was to further exploit the invaluable asset represented by the plethora 
of different QIPC-related data collected by the previous CAs in the field – most notably the 
QUIE2T predecessors ERA-Pilot QIST and QUROPE –, and reorganized as well as updated 
by WP1. 

 

During the project first year two objectives were reached: 

 

1. The application of appropriate visualization tools for particular data sets has been 
reached (see, e.g., the integration of Google maps showing the location of the groups 
appearing in the Research Groups database, implemented in collaboration with WP1 
and WP3); 

2. The delineation of bibliometric indicators for the QIPC field as a case study in the 
final report of the “Impact of FET Research Initiatives” (IFETRI) commissioned by 
the EC to the German VDI Technologiezentrum (project number SMART 2009/0052); 
the analysis is available at http://studies.cwts.nl/projects/ifetri/. 

 

However doubts where raised from many community members about the accuracy of the 
IFETRI bibliometric analysis (some of the most cited people are not faithfully represented in 
the analysis), and in general on the usefulness and validity of bibliometric analysis tools. 
Given these problems and the need to divert as many resources as possible to task 2.4, we did 
not continue this activity. 

 
  

QUIE2T Deliverable D2.3.2: Additional evaluation tools and analysis of the QIPC Virtual Observatory 
1 

http://studies.cwts.nl/projects/ifetri/


QUIE2T Deliverable D2.3.2: Additional evaluation tools and analysis of the QIPC Virtual Observatory 
2 

Instead, the main efforts connected to this task were put into the proper exploitation and 
visualization of the data collected on the qurope.eu web site. Since the beginning of the 
project, a dedicated space was reserved on the web portal to make available advanced 
functionalities, both for browsing and searching the databases, as well as submitting new data. 

The view of this data via the public qurope.eu web site, together with the advanced 
functionalities like searching, filtering and visualization, constitute a virtual QIPC observatory 
that is able to serve as a tool to highlight the development and advances in the field. 

 

The database main entry point is at 

http://qurope.eu/db 

At the time of this writing, there are the following top-level database topics available: 

 

• News 
• Events 
• Jobs 
• Publications 
• Links 
• Industries 
• Research groups 
• PR Activities 
• Projects 

 

These topics and initial database seeds were mainly taken over from the predecessor projects 
ERA-Pilot QIST and QUROPE and enhanced with additional items following a public survey 
among the community members1. The newly collected data seeds introduced by QUIE2T are 
the Publications, Web links, Research groups, PR Activities and Projects. 

 

The following pages discuss the single databases in more details, highlight the evaluation and 
analysis tools available for each, and present a preliminary statistic evaluation and analysis of 
the available data as of the time of this writing. A common feature for all main database pages 
is the header section, which usually gives the total count of database entries applicable to the 
current view, and a set of filters, that can be applied to the database set under consideration. 
This is illustrated in Fig. 1 using the Events database as an example. 

 
  

                                                            
1 http://qurope.eu/content/survey‐relevant‐databases  

http://qurope.eu/db
http://qurope.eu/content/survey-relevant-databases


 
 

Fig.  1  Illustration  of  the  filtering  and  data  count  functionality  using  the  Events  database  as  an  example. Notice  the 
various highlighted search filters, and the data counter in the header above, that adjusts automatically to the currently 
selected filters. Similar tools are available for all other database collections. 
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News 

 

The complete collection of News submissions is available at http://qurope.eu/db/news. A 
News node is typically a short story or piece of content that can be submitted by site users and 
classified according to some searchable filter terms. News are most typically used by projects 
hosted on the qurope.eu site to display the latest submissions in the right column of the project 
web pages. An example is the News block of the QUIE2T web site itself2. However, also 
news not related to a specific project can be classified, e.g. general QIPC news3 or news 
related to the Virtual Institutes4. 

A particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for each news collection (e.g. per 
project), that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. This is achievable via a small icon on bottom of the view. 

 

The News database can currently be filtered by Subject, Project, Virtual Institute and Date. 

 

Currently there are a total of 94 News database items available in the collection, i.e. we had 
roughly one news submission every two weeks. Evidently, this service is used to a different 
extend by different projects. The following table gives the number of news records filtered by 
Subject topic and the most active projects. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up 
to the total number of records because some nodes may be classified within several 
categories. 

 

 

Subject Projects QUIE2T Virtual 
Institutes 

FP7 QIPC 

Nr. of records 27 28 4 7 47 

Project QUIE2T AQUTE Q-ESSENCE SOLID STREPS 

Nr. of records 28 16 26 3 3 

 
  

                                                            
2 http://qurope.eu/quie2t  
3 http://qurope.eu/qipc  
4 http://qurope.eu/vi  

http://qurope.eu/db/news
http://qurope.eu/quie2t
http://qurope.eu/qipc
http://qurope.eu/vi
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Events 

 

The complete collection of Events is available at http://qurope.eu/db/events. An event is 
typically any type of happening like a conference or workshop that can be submitted by site 
users and classified according to some searchable filter terms. Typically, an event has a 
specific date and location, but there are exceptions as for example web conferences or on-line 
PR activities. Also public lectures or review meetings may be classified as events. 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for each event collection 
(e.g. per project), that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any 
content addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view 
of the database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via a small icon on bottom of 
the view. 

 

The Events database can currently be filtered by Subject, Project, Virtual Institute, Date and 
Country. 

 

Currently there are a total of 164 Events database items available in the collection, i.e. we had 
roughly one event submission per week. The following table gives the number of event 
records filtered by Subject topic and the most active projects as well as the most frequent host 
countries. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up to the total number of records 
because some nodes may be classified within several categories. 

 

 

Subject Projects QUIE2T Virtual 
Institutes 

FP7 QIPC 

Nr. of records 16 9 1 8 146 

Project QUIE2T AQUTE Q-ESSENCE SOLID STREPS 

Nr. of records 9 16 7 3 8 

Country Germany Austria Spain Italy UK 

Nr. of records 20 19 16 14 14 

 

Note that in addition to the filter-enabled default view, there is also a browse-able calendar 
view5 and a Google map view6 as well as a collection of external sites with independent event 
listings7. 
  

                                                            
5 http://qurope.eu/db/events/calendar  
6 http://qurope.eu/db/events/map  
7 http://qurope.eu/db/events/external  

http://qurope.eu/db/events
http://qurope.eu/db/events/calendar
http://qurope.eu/db/events/map
http://qurope.eu/db/events/external
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Jobs 

 

The complete collection of Job offers is available at http://qurope.eu/db/jobs. The job 
collection is by far the most popular database of the qurope.eu web site. According to Google 
analytics it has been hit over 4000 times in the past year, i.e. about 10 times per day, 
accounting to almost 5% of the total site traffic, which makes it the most visited page on the 
whole qurope.eu site.  

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

 

The Jobs database can currently be filtered by Job type (Position, Postdoc or PhD), 
Application deadline and Country. 

 

Currently there are a total of 205 Job offers available in the collection, i.e. we had roughly 
two job submission every two weeks. The following table gives the number of job records 
filtered by job type and the most frequent host countries. Note that single numbers do not 
necessarily add up to the total number of records because some nodes may be classified 
within several categories. 

 

 

Job type Position Postdoc PhD   

Nr. of records 31 126 65   

Country Germany Austria Spain USA / France 
/ Australia 

UK 

Nr. of records 30 17 24 12 44 

 

Note that in addition to the filter-enabled default view, there is also a Google map view8 as 
well as a collection of external sites with independent job listings9. 
  

                                                            
8 http://qurope.eu/db/jobs/map  
9 http://qurope.eu/db/jobs/external  

http://qurope.eu/db/jobs
http://qurope.eu/db/jobs/map
http://qurope.eu/db/jobs/external


Publications 

 

The complete collection of Publications is available at http://qurope.eu/db/publications. The 
publication collection is the largest collection of data items on the qurope.eu web site with 
currently 611 single records. 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

 

The Publications database can currently be filtered by Subject, Project, Virtual Institute, Date 
and QICS. 

 

Currently there are a total of 611 Publications available in the collection, i.e. we had roughly 
four submissions per week. The following table gives the number of publications filtered by 
Project, Virtual Institute and QICS. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up to the 
total number of records because some nodes may be classified within several categories. 

 

 

Virtual 
Institute 

Q-Comm Q-Comp Q-Info Q-Tech  

Nr. of records 8 65 78 43  

QICS 00 10 20 30 40 

Nr. of records      

 
  

QUIE2T Deliverable D2.3.2: Additional evaluation tools and analysis of the QIPC Virtual Observatory 
7 

http://qurope.eu/db/publications


Links 

 

The complete collection of Web Links is available at http://qurope.eu/db/links. The 
publication collection is the largest collection of data items on the qurope.eu web site with 
currently 611 single records. 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

 

The Links database can currently be filtered by Type, Country, Attribute and Date. 

 

Currently there are a total of 179 distinct links available in the collection, i.e. we had a bit 
more than one submission per week. The following table gives the number of web links 
filtered by Type, and as an interesting sub-category, the number of ‘Media appearances’ per 
country. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up to the total number of records 
because some nodes may be classified within several categories. 

 

 

Type QIPC In the Media Software / 
Introductory 
Material 

Job / Event 
listing 

Journals / 
Media 

Nr. of records 19 124 11 7 4 

In the Media 
per Country 

Austria Germany France Italy UK 

Nr. of records 47     
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Industries 

 

The complete collection of Industries is available at http://qurope.eu/db/industries. 

 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

 

The Industries database can currently be filtered by Country, Virtual Institute and Interests. 

 

Currently there are a total of 49 distinct Industries in the collection. This number has stayed 
roughly constant over the past years as we had a few additions but also a few removals of 
start-up companies that apparently have disappeared again. 

 

The following table gives the number of industry records filtered by Country, Virtual Institute 
and Interest. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up to the total number of records 
because some nodes may be classified within several categories. 

 

 

Country UK Germany France USA Switzerland 

Nr. of 
records 

7 6 5 7 6 

Virtual 
Institute 

Q-Comm Q-Comp Q_Info Q-Tech  

Nr. of 
records 

7 1 0 2  

Interest Quantum 
Cryptography 

Quantum 
Technology 

Security Communication Networks 

Nr. of 
records 

     

 

Note that in addition to the filter-enabled default view, there is also a Google map view10 
showing the location of company headquarters on a Google map. 
  

                                                            
10 http://qurope.eu/db/industries/map  

http://qurope.eu/db/industries
http://qurope.eu/db/industries/map
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Research Groups 

 

The complete collection of Research Groups is available at http://qurope.eu/db/groups. 

 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

 

The Research Groups database can currently be filtered by Name, Research Type, Expertise, 
Country, City and Group leader. 

 

Currently there are a total of 205 distinct Research Groups in the collection. This number has 
only slightly increased over the past years as we had already a rather complete coverage of 
groups when the database was taken over from previous projects, and there were only a few 
newly emerged groups in addition. 

 

The following table gives the number of Research Groups records filtered by Country, 
Research Type and Expertise (selected by some prominent key words). Note that single 
numbers do not necessarily add up to the total number of records because some nodes may be 
classified within several categories. 

 

 

Country UK Germany France Italy Spain 

Nr. of records 22 48 17 30 16 

Research 
Type 

Theory Experiment    

Nr. of records 105 112    

Expertise Cryptography Spectroscopy Optics Communication Networks 

Nr. of records 24 8 55 20 6 

 

Note that in addition to the filter-enabled default view, there is also a Google map view11 
showing the geographic location of research groups on a Google map. 
  

                                                            
11 http://qurope.eu/db/groups/map  

http://qurope.eu/db/groups
http://qurope.eu/db/groups/map
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PR Activities 

 

The complete collection of PR Activities is available at http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities. 

Under PR Activity we initially understood any type of activity that was directed towards an 
extra-scientific audience, in particular the general public. So this could be for instance public 
talks, TV/Radio interviews, exhibitions or links to introductory material on the web, in 
particular videos on youtube.com or articles in the popular press. Due to the wide subject 
nature, and also in particular due to different interpretations and needs of various projects, we 
were soon forced to loosen that definition and introduce a range of subject tags that are not 
always immediately attributable to a conventional PR activity as described above. This makes 
it especially difficult to arrange, present and analyze the data. 

As a particularly confusing topic, there exist two types of ‘PR Activities’ in our collection: 
one that is particularly defined as such (in Drupal terms: a PR Activity Content Type), and one 
that only carries the attribute of ‘PR Activity’ (i.e. in Drupal terms: a Taxonomy Term). The 
latter may be any data node or content type (e.g. an event, a news story, a web link, etc.) that 
has been tagged with an attribute of ‘PR Activity’. As an example, the database for web 
links12 includes an Attribute filter that contains a ‘PR Activity’ tag. 

As a consequence, not all data submissions that have been tagged as a ‘PR Activity’ are 
necessarily included on the main page of the PR Activity database. To keep the search and 
filter functionality as general as possible without paying too much in terms of usability, we 
have added a few sub-categories in the navigation menu of the database that contain some 
special, but commonly used cases. Those sub-categories are ‘In the media’13, 
‘Presentations’14, ‘Communications’15 and ‘Other Activities’16. The latter page includes all 
data with a ‘PR Activity’ tag, irrespective of its data type. Like above, this does not 
necessarily include all the ‘proper’ PR Activities, i.e. the content types. All these sub-
categories may be filtered separately by some common terms. 

 

As for all other databases we note the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change, as well as the possibility to export the current view of the database to an 
Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the view. 

 
  

                                                            
12 http://qurope.eu/db/links  
13 http://qurope.eu/db/pr‐activities/media  
14 http://qurope.eu/db/pr‐activities/presentations  
15 http://qurope.eu/db/pr‐activities/communications  
16 http://qurope.eu/db/pr‐activities/other  

http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities
http://qurope.eu/db/links
http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities/media
http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities/presentations
http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities/communications
http://qurope.eu/db/pr-activities/other


The ‘proper’ PR Activities database can currently be filtered by Attribute, Project, Format, 
Title and Description. 

 

Currently there are a total of 321 distinct PR Activities in the collection, i.e. we had about 2 
submissions per week. Note however that some projects classify, say, normal conference 
presentations as PR Activities, which is not the initial intent of the category. 

 

The following table gives the number of PR Activity records filtered by Attribute, Project and 
Format. Note that single numbers do not necessarily add up to the total number of records 
because some nodes may be classified within several categories. 

 

 

Attribute PR Activity Presentation Results Communications Highlight / 
Reports 

Nr. of records 37 286 31 4 1 

Project AQUTE Q-ESSENCE SOLID QUIE2T  

Nr. of records 0 142 168 1  

Format Talk Invited Talk Poster Media 
appearance 

 

Nr. of records 21 53 8 3  
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Projects 
 

The complete collection of QIPC Projects is available at http://qurope.eu/db/projects. 

The start of data collection for this data base is somewhat 6 years ago, i.e. 2007 with the start 
of the predecessor project QUROPE. That means that projects from the pre-FP6 ERA are 
usually not contained in the database. 

Again, a particularly useful feature is the availability of RSS feeds for the whole database 
collection that allows users to subscribe to a feed and get automatic notification of any content 
addition or change. Another useful feature is the possibility to export the current view of the 
database to an Excel XSL style sheet. This is achievable via small icons on bottom of the 
view. 

The Projects database can currently be filtered by Start/End Date, Virtual Institute, 
Coordinating Country, Funding Body and Type. 

Currently there are a total of 51 distinct Projects in the collection. This number has steadily 
increased over the past years with an almost constant number of projects being added each 
year. 

The following table gives the number of Project records filtered by Virtual Institute, 
Coordinating Country, Funding Body and Type. Note that single numbers do not necessarily 
add up to the total number of records because some nodes may be classified within several 
categories. 

Country UK Germany France Italy 
Austria / 
Sweden 

Nr. of records 9 7 5 11 4 

Virtual Institute Q-Comm Q-Comp Q-Info Q-Tech  

Nr. of records 4 12 10 13  

Funding Body EC – FP7 EC – FP6 ESA ESF  

Nr. of records 37 12 1 1  

Type CA IP STREP   
Nr. of records 2 6 40   

 

Note that in addition to the filter-enabled default view, there is also a Google map view17 
showing the geographic location of the project coordinating country on a Google map. 

                                                            
17 http://qurope.eu/db/projects/map  

http://qurope.eu/db/projects
http://qurope.eu/db/groups/map
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